	EGYPT                                                    EG

		  Capital City:   Cairo.             
  Local Time (Standard):   GMT + 2:00.
  Population:   102.3 M.
  Region:   MENA.
  Weekend:   Friday.
  Currency:   EGP- Pound.
  Gateway(s):   Cairo - CAI.
  Public Holidays:  2024: Jan: 7,25 - Apr: 9,10,11,12,13,14,25 - May: 5,6 - Jun:16,17,18,19,20,30 - Jul: 8,23 – Sep 16 - Oct: 6
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   SMSA PROHIBITED ITEMS:
 
   The following items without exception must be refused for carriage by SMSA regardless of value, business potential or who the customer is. There is no exception process available:
· Live animals, fish, birds, horses (live)
· Human remains or ashes 
· Bullion (of any precious metal)
· Cash (current legal tender) (bank notes, currency notes and coins)
· Loose precious stones
· Complete firearms, ammunition, explosives / explosive devices
· illegal goods and ivory.
· Gasoline, engine oil, jet planes engine oil, other planes engine oil, kerosene, engine diesel, electricity, generators oil including ships electricity generators, heating
diesel, diesel for other purposes, ships oil, others, petroleum gases and other gaseous hydrocarbons, petroleum tar, natural tar and asphalt.
· Radioactive items
· Ozone layer depleting substances 
· Green fodder including straw 
· Scrap iron

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    COUNTRY PROHIBITED COMMODITIES:
   IN ADDITION TO STANDARD SMSA PROHIBITED LIST.
 All items offensive to the Muslim culture or sensitive to the Middle East security situation are prohibited. These include milk or sub-products, pork products, honey, religious publications/figures, imitation firearms/paraphernalia, and military uniforms. Old used Medical/Dental Supplies & equipment is prohibited Standard carrier prohibitions plus: - -Watches with cameras, Pens with cameras, Sexual dolls are prohibited, Magic jack devices, Spy watches, and Mobil watches rejected by NTRA. - The Ministry of Health rejects electronic cigarettes and their respective accessories. - Power balance in all shapes medals, bracelets, and necklaces. -Glasses with a camera - Spy watch - any devices containing spying are rejected by the National Security Department, Tobacco, ready-made cigarette materials, raw materials, Empty cartoons with trademarks, and brand label have different origins from Egypt (Made in any other country other than Egypt).
· Any commodity without any data or no final product with be prohibited by Egyptian customs.
· Any personal raw material shipment is prohibited.
· Accepting raw material shipments sent for companies will depend on the paperwork of the company (the consignee)

	Antiques
	Dangerous goods, hazard, combustible material
	Ivory
	Precious metal & stones

	Asbestos
	Firearm parts of
	Jewelry
	Works of art

	Cheques, blank (NI)
	
	Pornography
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	  COMMODITY INFORMATION

		 
 DOCUMENTS:
 
· Shipments containing documents may be reviewed by the printing authority, and customs duties may be applied. 
· Passports are subject to customs duties, clearance fees, and governmental inspection charges.

The following are instances where formal clearance and customs duties are required for shipments: 
	  Advertising brochures/pamphlets (2)
	 
	  Documents, general business                  
 
	  Photographs

	  Airline tickets, Issued/Validated
	  Cash letters (NI)
	  Invoices, not blank
	 

	  Annual reports (2)
	  Catalogues (2)
	  Invoice, blank
	  Plans/drawings-arch/industry/eng.pur

	 
	  Charts/graphs
	  Magazines, periodicals, journals   2
	 

	 
	  Cheques, cancelled    (3)
	  Manuscripts
	  Pricelists

	  Blank forms
	  Cheques, cashier        (3)
	  Maps
	  Publication not for public resale 2

	  Blueprints
	  Computer printouts                    
	  Money orders (NI)
	  Price ticket for garments

	  Booklets, brochures (non-adv.) 2
	  Credit cards        (3) 
	  Music, printed or manuscript
	  Ship manifest-computer generated

	  Books: hard/paper non-commercial use 
	  Drawings, technical/architect/eng
	  Newspapers                               
	  Stationary

	  Business cards
	  Deeds
	  Pamphlets (2)
	  Shipping schedules

	 
	  Diaries
	Passports (1)
	  Transparencies   

	 
	  Diplomatic mail
	Personal mail
	  Visa applications


 
1. Egyptian customs apply duties and taxes after obtaining approval from the General Security Authority, which can cause delays of 3 to 5 days.
2. Additionally, if the shipment weighs more than 0.5 kg, printing approval is required.
3. When sending credit cards or checks to Egypt, keep in mind that only the person whose name appears on the credit card or the beneficiary's name on the check is authorized to clear or receive the shipment. If someone else tries to claim it, the shipment will be returned to its origin. To avoid issues, verify that the recipient's name exactly matches the cardholder's name on the credit card or the beneficiary's name on the check when accepting the shipment, and according to Egyptian customs regulations, credit cards or checks must be collected in person by the consignee at the gateway office in the cargo village of Cairo International Airport. If the check is addressed to a company, a designated representative with a delegation letter authorizing them to receive the check on behalf of the company must be sent.

NON-DOCUMENTS:
 
· Under the latest customs regulations, courier companies should not accept express shipments with a value above $2,000. Any shipments exceeding this amount must be processed through cargo mode only. The following types of items must adhere to this rule.
A. Category one Batch Clearance Express Mode: Shipments with a value of $1,999 or less can be cleared through batch processing using standard documentation, provided they do not require special approval from the customs authority.
· Batch clearance process per shipment will cost a Nafeza fees of EGP 400 per shipment.
B. Category two Formal Clearance Express Mode: Shipments with a value of $1,999 or less that require approval from a government authority will be detained at customs for formal clearance. To clear these shipments on behalf of the customer, either SMSA or any other clearance agent will need a power of attorney, as customs authorities no longer accept authorization letters.
· Customs duty is calculated based on the percentage of the shipment's accepted value as determined by the customs authority. Additionally, there is a 14% VAT that applies upon obtaining approval from the relevant authority.

· The fees for batch and formal clearance are contingent on the shipment's declared value, as indicated on the airway bill or invoice. If Egyptian customs find that this declared value is underreported, they will determine the value according to local market standards. Typical clearance fees range from EGP 400 to 600. For shipments with a value exceeding EGP 36,000, SMSA's clearance charges will be 3.5% of the total shipment value.

· Each approval required during the clearance process will incur an additional fee of EGP 350 to be charged by SMSA, not including any official receipts from expert authorities, and this applies only to formal clearance procedures.

· For formal clearance shipments, Nafezaa fees range from EGP 800 to EGP 1,500 per shipment.

C. Category three Formal Clearance Cargo Mode: Shipments valued at $2,000 and above must be sent via cargo mode. If mistakenly sent under the express mode, customs authorities will impose a penalty of EGP 30,000 per shipment, and the shipment will be held at customs for formal clearance. A power of attorney is required for SMSA or any other designated clearance agent to process the shipment; authorization letters are no longer accepted.

· For commercial clearances, a legalized Certificate of Origin (COO) is mandatory. An original invoice, stamped by the Egyptian consulate and the chamber of commerce from the country of origin, is also required.

· All wooden packing materials and pallets must comply with ISPM-15 fumigation regulations. If the required documentation isn't provided, the shipment will be returned to the origin (RTO) or confiscated.

· All shipments, including documents and non-documents, imported into Egypt are subject to customs inspection, regardless of value. For repair and return (R & R) shipments, the serial number on the item must match the serial number listed on the airway bill.

· Currently, any inbound remote control, whether it's a toy remote control or a car key, must undergo an explosion review by the National Security Review. If it has the potential to be used as a remote trigger device, it also requires approval from the National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (NTRA).

· For commercial clearances, a legalized Certificate of Origin (COO) is required. Additionally, original invoices must be stamped at the point of origin by the Egyptian consulate and the Chamber of Commerce.

[bookmark: _Hlk165292048]
A new customs law was enacted on November 11, 2020, and 2023, introducing penalties for non-compliance with certain conditions. Here are the key points:

A) A penalty ranging from EGP 15,000 to EGP 30,000 will be imposed for any deviations from these conditions:

1- If the consignee is a company, the recipient's name must be identical to the name on the commercial registration (CR).
2- If the shipment is personal, the recipient's name must align with the name on the national ID or passport.
3- The shipment details (weight, commodity, and number of pieces) must match the physical shipment.
4- Shipment information must be included in the airport manifest.
5- The Master Air Waybill (MAWB) and the House Air Waybill (HAWB) must be complete and accurate.
6- The details on the HAWB must match the details on the invoice and the packing list.
7- The packing list information must match the physical shipment.
8- Express mode is not allowed for shipments valued at $2,000 and above.

B) To avoid delays and additional charges, do not mix documents with non-documents in the "Documents Box." Documents are cleared in a single batch, requiring just one Nafezaa fee. Mixing documents with non-documents will slow down the clearance process and result in extra Nafezaa charges.






	 Alcoholic beverages.......... 1
Animal products ................ 2
Artwork. drawings/proofs/ layouts 3
Chemicals, non-hazardous ... 2
Coffee ................................... 4
Coffee samples ............... 4
Communications equipment. 5
Compact disc ....................... 6
Computer components &parts.... 6
Computer software ........... 6
Cosmetics ......................... 2,14
Cotton ............................... 7
Cotton seed ...................... 7
Drugs: non-prescription .... 2
	Drugs: prescription............ 2
Electronic games ..............6
Eyeglasses and contacts............ 2
Fabrics &fabric samples............. 8
Films: 8mm, 16mm& 35mm.......6
Films: entertainment ................. 6
Films: promotional, training ... ...6
Foodstuffs .................. 4
Grain samples.......................7
Isopropanol ....................... 2
Labels ............................... 8
Laser disc.......................... 6
Leather goods ................... 7
Liquids, non-hazardous 2
Medical samples ..............2
Medical/dental supplies & equipment.  9
	Microfiche &microfilm ....... 6
Military equipment .......... 10
Mobile phones, accessories &
  component ... 5
Oil products ........................ 11
Perishables ....................... 4
Personal effects .............. 12
Phones/modems.............. 5
Plant products ................... 7
Plants ................................ 7
Radar equip.-transmitters/
 receivers...................  5
Radios, radio equipment or
 parts ............................. 5
 Remote Control.........16
Samples, textile........ 8,13
Seeds ................................ 7
	Smart Watches.............. 15
Soil samples ...................... 7
cyclamate ......................2
Tapes: computer.............. 6
Tapes: video cassettes ...... 6
Tea......................................4
Telecommunication equipment ...5
Televisions, television
 equipment..................... 5
Textile articles.....................13
Tobacco.................................7
Yarn ................................... 8


1. Shipments are subject to 3,000% customs duty and 200% sales tax. In addition, approval from the Ministry of Health (MOH) or a food safety authority is required.

2. Any chemicals such as paint, oil, fat, coal, raw materials, and polymers require formal clearance. This process necessitates a certificate of analysis from the country of origin, detailed product specifications, and certification from the Egyptian health authority. Formal clearance for these chemicals may take an additional 3-7 days. If an individual consigns the shipment for personal use, a doctor's prescription is required.

3. Paintings require approval from the Ministry of Culture, which can delay clearance by an additional seven days from the date of approval.

4. Shipments containing food require an origin health certificate and are subject to inspection by radiation and health departments, which can cause delays of 5-12 working days. 
Shipments containing dates can be cleared directly as personal shipments with maximum weight 10 kilograms per consignee.
5. Consignee must provide telecom authority approval minimum 15 extra working days will require to clear the shipment import of gadgets, watches & accessories with hidden / non – visible cameras and / or voice recording devices is forbidden. If arrived in country. Shipment will not be RTO and will be confiscated immediately by customs authority.

6. A detailed description of the goods and an itemized commercial invoice stating the reason for import are required.
7. Shipments are subject to inspection and certification by the Ministry of Agriculture, which can cause delays of 7 to 10 days. Formal clearance is necessary.
8. The normal clearance process applies to personal use shipments, but for commercial shipments, an import ID and approval from the Ministry of Trade may be required.
9. Ministry of Health (MOH) approval is required.
10. The carrier cannot handle clearance; this must be done through a representative of the Ministry of Defense.
11. Shipments are subject to approval by the Egyptian Petroleum Authority, which requires an additional 7 to 10 working days for clearance.
12. An itemized packing list is required. No import license is necessary, but a passport and a copy of the airline ticket confirming return to the country are required. This can lead to a 5-7 working day delay.
13. All used textiles and clothes must undergo fumigation, causing a delay of 15-20 working days. New textiles and clothes are delayed for 7-10 working days. An import license is required for non-personal use.
14. Shipments containing cosmetics or materials used in manufacturing cosmetics must be approved by the General Organization of Import & Export (GOIE) and the Ministry of Health (MOH). Samples might be analyzed in MOH labs.

15. Smartwatches with GPS functionality is rejected by the National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA).

16. Duties and Taxes will be deposited in advance to the customs authority, shipment will be sealed and moved with a customs representative to be reviewed by the explosion review, c. Review fees Approx EGP 3000.
 OPERATION NOTE:
 
· To guarantee on-time delivery full address details are required, P.O. Boxes address only will not support. All Wooden pallets being used to palletize inbound shipments MUST   be fumigated and must be stamped with an official Fumigation certification stamp.

· Diplomatic Shipments; repair & return; temporary import; addressed to shipping agencies or a Free Zone. Will be held by the Egyptian customs authority to submit a photocopy of the consignee’s company registration (factories will need to submit their industrial license) or ID for personal shipments.

· If a shipment contains various samples, like paints in black, yellow, or red, each sample must undergo a chemical review, with a separate evaluation for each type.

· For a shipment containing different models, like cameras in models A10, A20, and A13, each model requires an explosion review. The explosion review fee is approximately 3,500 EGP per commodity model.


  
 






	 VALUE NOTE

		Official Value Limit:
	N/A custom duty apply for any value no minim

	Values from USD 1.00 to USD 1999.00
	Batch clearance (Express Mode) process will apply (no additional delay in clearance process), unless any of the authorities’ approvals is required

	Values from USD 2000 +
	Formal clearance (Cargo Mode) process will apply (additional delay is expected to submit official and necessary

	VAT (14%)
	Regardless the value, 14% VAT will apply on all shipments accepted value by customs + the custom duty amount

	 


 
   Size and Weight note:
Express mode 
Max weight 50 kilo per shipment 
Cargo Mode 
   • Max. Weight per shipment; 200 kilo and upper 
   • For Freight Mode there no limit per MAWB or pieces Door to Airport or door to door.




